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BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



Museum, from the beginning of the six- 
teenth century, a portion of a manu- 
script-book, other sheets of which are 
in the British Museum and in private 
possession in Berlin. Here instead of 
the usual arabesques and flowers similar 
to those of the so-called Ispahan rugs, 
more or less mechanically repeated, each 
page is treated individually, fighting 
animals are introduced, and what is rarer 
still, human figures appear, all rendered 
in a manner no less skilled and spirited 
than that of the painted illustrations 
themselves. 

The art of miniature painting commences 
to decline in Persia in the seventeenth 
century, although at the beginning of this 
period we still meet with so great an 
artist as Riza Abbasi. He made use of 
the broader and more personal technique 
then coming into vogue where large, 
complicated, and brightly-colored compo- 
sitions were replaced by outline drawings 



in gray monochrome, generally of single 
figures and tending strongly toward por- 
traiture. With this inclination toward 
individualism the art of Persia approaches 
nearer to that of Europe — one reason 
why Riza Abbasi is so well understood 
by European collectors — and by so 
doing loses most of its original Asiatic 
character after a short period of compro- 
mise. Riza Abbasi lived at the court of 
Shah Abbas the Great and was calligrapher 
as well as artist. His Prince and Dervish, 
a drawing owned by the Museum, shows 
very clearly the beauty of his calligraphic 
style and his cleverness in characteri- 
zation, the different types of the worldly 
prince who enjoys wine and the wise 
philosopher who puts aside the pleasures 
of life with a sarcastic smile, each being 
perfectly portrayed with an art which, 
if declining, had a great tradition behind 
it and a perfect mastery over technical 
form. W. R. V. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COR- 
PORATION 

THE forty-second Annual Meet- 
ing of the Members of the 
Corporation of the Museum will 
be held in the Board Room on 
Monday, February 19, at four-thirty 
o'clock, P. M. 

A report will be presented bythe Trustees 
of the transactions during the year 191 1. 
Tea will be served by a committee of ladies, 
and an opportunity will be given for the 
inspection of the various departments of 
the museum under the guidance of the 
curators, who will point out the more 
recent acquisitions, and the new arrange- 
ment of some of the collections. 

The Library. — The additions to the 
Library during December, 191 1, were one 
hundred and forty-six volumes: 

By purchase 48 

By gift 98 

The names of the donors are Mr. 
Edwin AtLee Barber, Mr. Martin Birn- 



baum, Mr. John H. Buck, Mr. Jacques 
Doucet, Mr. Charles L. Freer, Mr. Walter 
Gay, Mr. George A. Hearn, Mr. Michel- 
angelo Jesurum, Miss Isabel Ely Lord, 
Messrs. F. Muller & Company, Mr. P. 
F. Schofield, and Mr. Don C. Seitz. 

The attendance during the month was 
six hundred and sixty-five. 

Sheffield Plate*. — We have re- 
cently purchased some interesting early 
pieces of this ware. There are three 
snuff boxes, chased, about the middle of 
the eighteenth century. These are plated 
on one side only and might have been 
made by Thomas Balsover or Joseph 
Hancock. Then we have six muffineers, 
pierced and engraved, late eighteenth 
century. These are like the former 
pieces, plated on one side only. A cake- 
basket, boat-shaped, of wire, with jointed 
handle, and bearing in the center the arms 
of Clermont, has been added. This, also, 
belongs to the late eighteenth century, as 
well as the dish ring made of beaded wire. 
*See Bulletin, Vol. V, p. 101. J. H. B. 
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